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SCRIPTURE OF THE MONTH 

 

 

“For I am persuaded, that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, Nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our LORD.” 

                            ~Romans 8:38-39 
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MESSAGE FROM PASTOR SHERREL  

  

Dear Oak Grove Family, 
 
I greet you all in the Loving Name of Jesus. The Fall season is upon 
us and God’s glorious beauty is once again on display in East 
Tennessee. 
 

I want to express my gratitude to all those who invited guests and 
prayed for our Sunday School High Attendance Day. Even though 
we fell short of our goal numbers, I don’t want you to be discouraged. 
It can serve as an encouragement to continue inviting folks to attend 
and be part of our small group ministry. We have wonderful classes 
and teachers so if you haven’t found a class yet, come on out and see 
for yourself. If you are currently attending Sunday School be on the 
lookout for opportunities to invite others to come and check it out. I 
also want to thank everyone for helping make our “Trunk-or-Treat” 
festivities a success this year. The fun and fellowship were great. 
 

The month of November always serves to bring us to a place of 
thanksgiving. The actual holiday will occur on the 28th of November 
this year. It is important to be thankful every day, but I hope we can 
all take time to offer up a special sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving 
this year. I was reflecting on an old thanksgiving devotion from my 
files and found a wonderful thought. The writer said that instead of 
focusing just on the traditional areas of food, family, and friends, let’s 
thank God for what we cannot lose. Romans 8:35-39 is a great place 
to begin. After considering the difficulties and calamities that can strip 
away the externals from our lives, Paul concludes that none of them 
“shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord” (v.39). God’s love is unfailing, unceasing, unchanging, 
and unconquerable. We have so much to be thankful for every day. I 
pray that we will never forget to be thankful for what we cannot lose. 
The Amazing Love of God! 
 

I want to thank you all for the many gifts of love and support that I 
received during our time of Pastor Appreciation emphasis. I am so 
very thankful for the privilege of serving this wonderful fellowship. I 
love you all, and I’ll see you in church! 

 

In Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Sherrel 

mailto:oakgrove@oakgrovebc.org


 
 

 6  Betty Pierce 
 8  Richard Rice 
 9  Charlsie Upchurch 
 9  Maxie Vaughan 
12  Tammy Yarber 
13  Betty Dellinger 
13  Marilyn McClain 
17  Greg Rose 
17  David Wotring 
20  Angie White 
21  David Gschwind 

 
 

 
 

 

9  Benny and Linda Gardner  
 9   Ray and Pam Smith 
16  Don and Gena Elkins 
24  Mike and Barbara Dixon 
30  Ken and Linda Land   

 

 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

 3  Daylight-Saving Time Ends 
 9  OGBC Christmas Craft Fair 
11  Veteran’s Day 
17  Shoebox Due Date 
22  Youth to Hearts on Fire 
24  Deacons’ Meeting 
26  Tuesday Prayer Meeting & Youth 
27  No Wednesday Night Services 
 No AWANA 
28  Thanksgiving Day 
     Church Office Closed 
29  Church Office Closed 

THE DEACONS’ BENCH 

There use to be a saying, “Be all you can be.” I say be all you can for Christ. 
Everything else pales in comparison. And then we hear “Put your best foot 
forward,” and to most that means put on a show. I say keep your best foot 
forward. You won’t have to put on a show, and guess what? Jesus knows all 
about us. He knows when I fumble and bumble and choose to go down the 
wrong path. One thing I am so glad of is that the ground is level at the cross. 
Rich man, poor man, all equal. The cost for us is nothing. He knows all about 
us. He knows your heart. He knows your mind. We can’t hide. Then I have 
heard a new age saying, “Fake it until you make it.” But we are not going 
to make it without the Blood of Jesus. No one will make it. What we live in 
private should be what we live in public.  

The Deacons 
Boots Yarber 

 

 

Saturday, November 9 from 9AM to 5PM  
Breakfast and Lunch Concessions Available 

Benefitting the OGBC Youth Ministry 
 

All items handmade/homemade: hand painted ornaments and home décor, 
homemade breads, crocheted kitchen items, dog blankets/scarves/treats, 
jewelry, flower arrangements/wreaths, and even some fall décor. Join us! 

 

 

On Wednesday nights, Awana Club meets from 6:45-8:15 pm.  Kids ages 2-
6th grade spend time in scripture memory, Bible study and games.  It is an 
amazing ministry where kids are learning to hide God’s word in their hearts 
and build relationship with others. 
 

We are in our 8th week and what an amazing eight weeks it has been. Several 
leaders and helpers have been out for various medical reasons, but thankfully 
people have stepped up to help out. God provides. 
 

Below is a list of several upcoming events for the club. 
 

Oct. 30 - Fall Fest (games, food, trunk or treat) – No Awana   
Nov. 13 - Wear school colors 
Nov. 27- Thanksgiving Break - No Awana 
 
Serving Christ, 
Patricia, AWANA Commander 

 
 

 

 

Sunday Nights – 6:00 PM 
 

Please be in prayer for the OGBC Youth and Youth Leadership. 

 



 
 
 

 

The choir at Oak Grove Baptist has 
begun practicing for the Christmas 
cantata.  There IS still time for you 
to join us if you would like, so please 
consider joining the choir as we 
practice our Christmas music for the 
cantata.  The cantata will be on 
December 22nd during the PM 
service. Our practices are on 
Sundays at 4:45 prior to the evening 
services each week. The cantata title 
this year is “His Name is Jesus.”   
 

I want to thank all of the church 
members who have been so 
supportive of the choir thus far this 
year. Your positive comments have 
been such an inspiring and 
motivational force to the choir 
members as well as to me as the 
director.  It is my sincere desire to 
serve the congregation through 
song, and I would love the 
opportunity to work with you and 
help you develop your own musical 
talents and abilities. If anyone would 
like to sing or play a musical 
instrument for a special, or even 
accompany the choir as we sing, I 
would love to talk to you about 
becoming involved with the music 
ministries at Oak Grove.  Please let 
me know if you are interested, and 
I’ll be sure to get you involved. 
Thank you again for all of your 
support and prayers. If you ever 
need anything from me or have 
suggestions you’d like to see 
implemented in our services, please 
feel free to talk to me anytime. 
 

God bless.  
 
 

~Jon Casteel  

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT 
 

 
 

In 1891, Mrs. George Eastman and a group of Christian ladies began a Christian 
home for orphans in a former hotel in West Nashville. By 1911 that home had 
moved to Brentwood with dormitories and facilities for nearly 200 children.  
Since its beginnings, TBCH has grown and adapted to meet the needs of 
children across the state, many of whom have suffered a great deal of loss and 
the effects of a lifetime of trauma. TBCH has three divisions: residential, foster 
care, and family care programs. 
 

Today, there are residential homes in all three regions of Tennessee. Each home 
is staffed by a Christian husband and wife who serve as full-time houseparents. 
Children attend local schools and receive tutoring and other support to help 
them succeed academically. Each home is also involved in a local church to 
encourage the spiritual well-being of the children. TBCH believes the most 
crucial thing they can share is the love and hope of Christ. 
 

TBCH is donor-supported and does not receive any government funding. This 
allows them to focus on a Christ-centered approach to child and family care.  
A new home is under construction in Kingsport, so very soon many 
opportunities will exist to support the mission of the TBCH locally. 
 

For information about placing a child in a TBCH program or volunteering, 
contact TBCH at 800-624-8591. TBCH can better serve the needs of children 
and families in hard places through our prayers, our service, and our giving.  

 
 

 
 

Hey fellow church members, hope all is well with everyone. For the High 
Attendance Sunday School promotion, we had 101 in attendance, far short 
of our goal of 130. I do hope many are still being reminded of the Count on 
Me commitment cards that were given to church members. We have added 
a few new members to SS in recent weeks. SS is certainly a time of learning 
and growth in our Christian walk. Thank you for your faithfulness. 

A few weeks ago, in a Sunday night worship our pastor brought his shofar 
to be used in his message for that night. The shofar was blown announcing 
the Day of Atonement and other times including being used in the march 
around Jericho at the beginning of the conquest of the promised land. The 
shofar which is a ram's horn has a distinct pitch, and that night the pastor 
blew the shofar from the pulpit. And then some of the youth accompanied 
him to front steps where he also blew the horn. To me this trumpet-like 
instrument sounded the call to the Oak Grove community in a manner of 
thinking. But you know we all have the responsibility and should see 
the need to blow the trumpet in our neighborhoods and be a sounding 
board for all to hear and have them know we truly care about them and 
their soul. May we stay vigilant in our witnessing and have a soul winning 
attitude because one day, as we are taught in the scriptures, a final trumpet 
will sound calling us home to be with him forever. To me, time is of the 
essence and we, the church, must remain faithful to our calling to serve and 
reach as many as we can for the cause of Christ. 
 

For the Cause of Christ, 
Jesse 



 
 

         Sunday, November 3 

 

 
 

 

Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes 
are due by November 17th.  A table 
has been placed in the sanctuary for 
filled boxes.  Thanks in advance to 
those participating in this ministry.  It's 
a wonderful way to show God's love. 
 
Serving Him, 
Patricia 

 

 
 

I would like to take the opportunity to 
thank each of you, for all the trunks 
that were decorated, the time 
volunteering and the candy donations 
during our Fall Festival.  Our children 
had a fantastic evening, as well as our 
adults!  The loving hearts of our 
congregation and willingness to serve 
is overwhelming.   

We are still in need of Nursery 
workers, one time each month and 
Children’s church teachers, two 
months out of each year.  If God has 
laid it on your heart to help in this 
area, we would be so appreciative. 
     

Tonya Coleman 
Children’s Director  

NEW FACES TO THE GREETER MINISTRY TEAM 
“Greeter Profile” articles submitted by Mary Ann Stout 

 
It is a blessing when there is a need at Oak 
Grove and a phone call can match the need 
with respondents. This happened recently 
when Terry Widner and David and Misty 
Bradley were asked to join the greeting team. 
David is a familiar face to us for a long while. 
Misty is fairly new to our church and a new 
member now for several months. They are 
very recent newlyweds and now new 
Greeters. Actually, they were on the door 
before they were trained. As sometimes may 
be the case, a greeter has last minute conflicts. 
David and Misty accepted the request to sub. 

I learned of this substitution when it was time for one-on-one training. Misty 
was quick to say she didn't think they scared anybody (without training)! I 
assured her that she had missed a significant part of training: the location of 
a treat dish! We welcome this team that understands door greeters are 
important. She says, “we're the first people that a visitor sees, and their first 
impression is very important.” 
 

Terry Widner also did not hesitate to become a part of the greeting team. 
She was trained one month with her teammate and went solo the next 
month. I can tell you that she was comfortable in her shoes as a brand-new 
greeter. She brings a welcoming smile and a sweet spirit to the door. Both 
are important to our members as well as guests. Terry and Glen became 
OGBC members just a few years ago. 
Welcome Terry to our Greeter 
Ministry Team. 
 

By the way: would you be interested 
in serving as a greeter? Choir 
members are assigned to Sunday 
evenings. We could use one more 
couple, one man for the Children's 
Department on Sunday mornings 
and one more for the Ramp 
entrance. I would be happy to train 
you (and show you the treat dish!). 

 
 

 
 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 

Mike and Barbara 
Dixon 

2 

3 
11:00 AM DiscipleTown  
  Children’s Church 

 

4:45 PM Choir Rehearsal 
 
5:00 PM Discipleship        
               Training 

 

6:00 PM SOS 

4 
 

5 
6:30 PM 
Visitation  
 
 
 
 
 

6 
6:45 PM AWANA 

 

7:00 PM Bible Study   
   & Prayer Meeting   

 

Youth 
 
 

7 
 

8 

Dickie Rice and 
Vergil Stout 

9 
 

10 
 

11:00 AM DiscipleTown  
  Children’s Church 

 

4:45 PM Choir Rehearsal 
 
5:00 PM Discipleship        
               Training 

 

6:00 PM SOS 

11 
 

12 
6:30 PM 
Visitation  

13 
6:45 PM AWANA 

 

7:00 PM Bible Study  
   & Prayer Meeting 
 

Youth 
 

14 
 

15 

Emory Deel and 
Gerald Fields 
 

16 
 

17 
11:00 AM DiscipleTown  
  Children’s Church 

 

4:45 PM Choir Rehearsal 
 
5:00 PM Discipleship        
               Training 

 

6:00 PM SOS 

18 19 
Newsletter 
Articles Due 

 
6:30 PM 
Visitation  

20 
6:45 PM AWANA 

 

7:00 PM Bible Study   
   & Prayer Meeting   

 

Youth 
 

21 
 

22 

Vergil and Mary Ann 
Stout 

23 
 

24 
11:00 AM DiscipleTown  
  Children’s Church 

 

4:45 PM Choir Rehearsal 
 
5:00 PM Discipleship        
               Training 

 

               Deacons’         
               Meeting 
 

6:00 PM SOS 

25 
 

26 
7:00 Bible 
Study 

Youth 

27 
NO WEDNESDAY 
SERVICES 
 

28 
 

29 30 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Oak Grove Baptist Church    
396 Oak Grove Road 
Gray, TN  37615 

 
Return services requested 
 

 

 

 

 

 


