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SCRIPTURE OF THE MONTH 

 
 

“For the Lord giveth wisdom, out 
of his mouth cometh knowledge 
and understanding.  He layeth up 
sound wisdom for the righteous:  
he is a buckler to them that walk 
uprightly.”  
  

                             ~Proverbs 2:6-7 
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MESSAGE FROM PASTOR SHERREL  

  

Dear Oak Grove Family, 
 

I greet you all in the name of Jesus! Happy New Year! It’s hard to believe 
the calendar has flipped over to another year. Time does move so fast. 
 

I want to express my gratitude to everyone here at “The Grove” for all your 
hard work and generosity over the past year. This fellowship has such a 
warm, welcoming and giving spirit. I am so proud and blessed to be your 
pastor. 
 

The commitment to prayer and the Word of God is such a strong attribute 
of this church. As we begin a new year, I want to fan the flames of that 
passion and challenge us all to rededicate ourselves to spending devotional 
time with God. This discipline is vital for you as a Christian and for our 
church as a whole. The Book of Acts reminds us that the early church 
“continued steadfastly in the apostle’s doctrine.” Their example should 
compel us to do the same. The apostles were sharing the words of Christ 
that they had learned from their time with the Master. There is simply no 
substitute for spending time with Jesus if we are to grow in our faith and 
knowledge. 
 

I am excited about the future of Oak Grove Baptist Church! I hope you are 
as well. The opportunities for growth are so promising and the field is wide 
open all around us. Let’s pray that God will do abundantly above all that 
we could ask or think in the coming year. Share your faith, invite folks to 
come and check us out, get involved in serving the Lord in some area of 
ministry, don’t miss a service and I know that God will bless you and you 
will be eternally richer for it. I love you and I’ll see you in church! 

 
In Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Sherrel 
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 3 Hannah Estepp 
 7 Adrienne Yarber 
 8 Kathy Birchfield 
 9 Gena Elkins 
12 Donna Martin 
12 Kara Tolbert 
13 Gary Deel 
14 Travis Mathes 
15 Margaret Brummett 
16 Lakin Mosier 
17 Randy Hicks 
20 Sherrel Nave 
28 Ronnie Hood 
28 Christine Jones 
28 Judd Pearson 
30 Sandy Arnold 

 

 
 

 8 Dennis and Donna Ledford 
14 Vergil and Mary Ann Stout  

 

 
 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

  1 –  New Year’s Day 
       No AWANA 

  15 –  Quarterly Business Meeting 
  19 –  Sanctity of Life Sunday  
  20 –  Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
  22 –  Newsletter Articles Due 
  26 –  Deacons’ Meeting 

 
In Memory 

The beautiful angel 

located in the flower 

garden next to the 

ramp door church 

entrance has been 

placed in memory of 

Roy and Galola 

Kendrick. Jessie and 

Lee Bowser wish to 

thank those who 

made generous 

memorial donations 

for the flower garden. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL REPORT 
 

Well, it just does not seem possible that we are in the year 2020. I hope all 
enjoyed their Christmas season celebrating with family and friends and 
of course our church family. I know several classes had their annual 
Christmas party with lots of food, fun, and fellowship. So happy to see new 
class members in some classes. I am looking forward to seeing some growth 
in all our classes in 2020, especially in our Children's Department.  

Justifiably so, I think our church did really well celebrating and recognizing 
the true meaning of Christmas through many ways of showing love for our 
Savior and focusing on baby Jesus and through His miraculous birth to bring 
salvation to all mankind that choose to receive him as the Savior of the 
world. As I mentioned last month, we participated in an angel tree and the 
Samaritan’s Purse shoe box ministry. Of course, we always promote the 
Lottie Moon mission offering at Christmas. 

Much deserved appreciation goes out to the ladies and others that helped 
to beautify our church with poinsettias, tree and window decorations and 
also decorating the fellowship hall and tables so beautifully. And of course, 
Johnathan and the choir presented the church with such an awe inspiring 
and meaningful cantata. May our desire be to always glorify his name and 
worship him and spread the good news of the real reason for the season. 

One thing to be thinking about prayerfully is how we can grow our SS in 
2020. There is a renewed interest in reviving a Young Married couples class. 
We do have a few that would fall into the category and age group. This also 
has great potential for more children to be involved in a SS class. And 
possibly the auditorium class could be divided into two classes. This is just a 
thought of how our SS could grow and function better. We do have several 
unused classrooms upstairs and a large room in the Children's department. 
So much to think and pray about. I encourage any suggestions on how we 
can better utilize the church space to enhance overall growth. Thanks for 
your faithfulness in serving OGBC. 

 
LADIES FELLOWSHIP  

Mark your calendars. Ladies Fellowship will start back up on February 20, 
2020 at 6:30.  The topic will be “People and Snowflakes Are All Different.” 
God made them both! Come find out what plans God has in store for you, 
your gifts and your purpose. Please bring a dish and ask a friend to come 
with you.  Patricia and I will be looking for you.   

Happy new year everyone! 

 
 
 

 

This year 2020 or as long as it takes, our theme is 'IT'S ALL ABOUT 
JESUS!"  There are 66 books in the Bible, and every book shows us Jesus! 
In January we will start looking through the book of Genesis and discover 
Jesus has been there since the beginning, that Jesus has always been!  Please 
be in much prayer for us as we journey through the Bible 
 

Love in Christ Jesus,  
Sharon            



   MISSION SPOTLIGHT 
 

AGAPE WOMEN'S SERVICES  
BABY BOTTLE FUNDRAISER 

 

As you read this article, please smile 
and say Thank You to God: Your 
mom chose life! At this very 
moment, some young unwed girl, or 
some older even married woman is 
deciding to carry or not carry the life 
in her womb. Embarrassment, bad 
timing, and the evil and promoted 
agenda will often become the lie that 
women believe. 
 

There is another way. Agape 
Women's Services in Johnson City 
will walk beside the woman that will 
ask questions, and without 
condemnation, will love her to a 
right decision. Because of generous 
donors, they can open their doors, 
and do open them, at all hours to 
share love and truth and just be a 
support in the decision to choose 
life. Then Agape will walk with that 
young woman and her baby for the 
first year of its life. 
 

This month you will see baby bottles 
as you enter the church. The 
donations you will put in your bottle 
will go a long way in supporting an 
unborn baby in our community. You 
may put in spare change, little bills, 
big bills or checks to show your love 
to our confused neighbors. Our 
collection dates are January 19 
through February 23. Choose life! 
Life is precious! 

 

 
 

Please remember to pick up your 
2020 Offering Envelopes in the 
back hall near the ramp entrance. 
 
Thank you! 

God’s Looking For F.A.T Folks In 2020! 
Written by Retired Pastor Rodney Hale 

 

Pastor Rodney and Karen Hale relocated to our area after retiring from his 

pastorate in West Virginia. We are thrilled to have them as new members of 

Oak Grove Baptist. 

* * * 
I’m honored to write a New Year article for my new church family at Oak 
Grove Baptist Church. In thinking about what to write to provide 
encouragement and help us live for Christ in the New Year, an acronym 
comes to mind—God’s Looking For F.A.T. folks in 2020—Faithful, 
Available, and Teachable. 
 

When we stop and think about our lives and God’s plan for us. He wants us 
to trust Him in the good times and the bad, to place our hope in Him. Our 
hope comes from our identity in Christ Jesus and faithful obedience through 
a personal relationship with him. When we are born into the family of God, 
there is a desire to live for Christ and follow Him! Following Jesus helps us 
to grow in holiness, bending ourselves humbly to the Lord’s will and 
guidance for our lives! 
 

In Psalm 92:13-15, “Those that be planted in the house of the Lord shall 
flourish in the courts of our God. They shall still bring forth fruit in old age; 
they shall be fat and flourishing; To shew that the Lord is upright: he is my 
rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him.” (KJV) 
 

How are we to live our lives so that when we reach being a senior we will 
still be bringing fruit?  As 1 Peter 1:13-6 says, “Therefore gird up the loins 
of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to 
be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; as obedient children, 
not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; but as 
He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, because it 
is written, “Be holy, for I am holy.” (NKJV) 

 
 
 
 

 
 

So, what does it mean to be spiritually F.A.T? 
 

Faithful, what comes to your mind when you think of someone being 
Faithful? 
  

● A person who keeps their word? 
● A person you can depend on?  
● A person always there?   

 

How can these same qualities be translated bravely into our Christian life?  
 

The scripture calls us to be faithful and committed. If we are not careful we 
can find ourselves treating our faith in the Lord in a casual way. We place 
an emphasis on God’s love and His forgiveness, which is good, but we often 
overlook that God also wants our faithfulness, obedience, righteousness and 
holy living.  
 

Part of being faithful is being present at church. You may miss out on what 
God has for you when you are not present. Also, the rest of us miss the 
warmth and fellowship that comes with your presence. Faithfulness, 
however, goes beyond just mere attendance. It penetrates every area of our  
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F aithful                    

A vailabe                  

T eachable 



 
 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!  Winter is 
officially here!  It’s amazing how 
2019 just flew by. We have 
celebrated the most wonderful 
time of the year, our Savior’s 
birth, and now a new year begins.  
 

This Awana year has been rough.  
Our leaders were hit with sickness, 
fractures, surgeries, job situations, 
ups and downs but God is amazing 
and in control.  We were never 
short of help because of our 
awesome church members 
stepping in when I asked for help. 
Thank you! 
 

We only have five more months 
left for this Awana year and it’s 
full of exciting lessons and events.  
On January 15, our clubbers and 
leaders are asked to wear their 
favorite sweatshirt.  And boy, we 
will probably need it.  By 
participating in these special 
events, the clubbers earn extra 
points for the Awana store where 
they can buy toys, school supplies, 
etc.  They can even buy things for 
their family which some did during 
their December shopping.  
 

As I close this article, can I bless 
your day with these testimonies 
from children around the world?   
 

“I love club because I learn that God 
is All-Powerful, that He sent His Son 
to die for me, and that He always 
takes care of me. God is my Savior 
and my Healer.”      (9-year-old 
Abraham - Latin America) 

 

“Even though I am still small, I know 
Awana will lead me in the way I 
should go, until I am grown up. 
Going through the Awana lessons, 
my life was changed; I began to 
know more about God and 
understand how powerful God is.”  
(11-year-old Casper - Pacific Rim) 
 

“Now I am a new creation! I feel 
happy and filled with joy.” 
(14-year-old Evelyn - Burundi) 
 

May God bless you in 2020. 
 

Patricia 

                                                                                           (continued from page 3) 

 
lives. Our everyday life should match our Sunday Life. We work at being 
Christian in all of life’s situations. 
 

Available, or being ready and willing to participate in the life of the church 
and the Kingdom of God is also important. To many times we look at 
ourselves  and think we  have nothing to share  with the church. That is not 
true!  Moses was  being called by God to lead the  Israelites  out of  Egypt.                   
                                                                               
 

Moses gave all kinds of excuses, as if to say, “I have nothing to offer.” God 
responds in Exodus 4:2 “What’s that in your hand?” (NKJV) Just like Moses, 
God wants us to use what we have in our hand! God has given each one a 
spiritual gift, and a natural gift, and those gifts are important to Oak Grove 
Baptist Church! 
  

When John F. Kennedy gave this famous quote in his Inaugural address 
January 20th 1961 he said; “Ask not what your country can do for you, ask 
what you can do for your country.”  Allow me to apply this to the church.  
“Ask not what your church can do for you, ask what you can do for your 
church.” There is a place for you even if it is behind the scenes helping to 
plan and prepare things or being available if Pastor Sherrell ask for help to 
do ministry that would arise! 
  

Being Teachable is another important quality. I’ve heard it said that conceit 
is the only disease that makes everyone else sick accept the one that has it. 
The word disciple in the New Testament could be translated as “learner.” 
Being teachable is a state of humbleness that says there is much more for 
me to learn and I can learn something from everyone. To learn, we must 
put ourselves in a place to learn. Being teachable reveals a good attitude and 
a humble disposition. You are not afraid to say “I don’t know” and that is 
OK. We all can learn to be a better Christians, but only if we are Teachable. 
 

The Lord is really looking for F.A.T. folks in 2020—Faithful, Available, and 
Teachable. Each one of these attributes is vital to your life as a child of God 
for the rest of our lives in the church community! They are good goals to 
apply to our lives in 2010. Let’s strive together for the New Year to be F.A.T. 
believers in 2020 and for the rest of the years we have left. 

 
 

Each year Barna Group examines behaviors 
and beliefs related to the Bible among 
American adults, in partnership with 
American Bible Society. In the 2019 “State of 
the Bible” report, we find encouraging boosts 
in Bible engagement and that, despite 
continued skepticism, scripture still impacts 
the daily lives and beliefs of many Americans. 
 

In his January message, our Pastor has “fanned the flames” for time spent 
with the Lord. Reading His Word is an excellent way. 
 
There is nothing magical between December 31 and January 1; however, an 
intentional plan for January 1 is a good thing.  Do you have a Bible reading 
plan?  A daily reading plan?  A commitment to grow in knowledge of our 
Lord and His perfect plan for us?   
 
Let’s start with just turning the pages in an intentional way:  Old Testament, 
or New Testament ~ a chapter a day or your pace.  But turning the pages 
every day! 

https://www.americanbible.org/


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 

Benny and Linda 
Gardner 

4 

5 
11:00 AM DiscipleTown  
          Children’s Church 

 
 

4:45 PM Choir Rehearsal 
 
5:00 PM Discipleship        
               Training 

 

6:00 PM SOS 

6 
 

7 
6:30 PM 
Visitation  

8 
6:45 PM AWANA 

 

7:00 PM Bible Study   
   & Prayer Meeting   

 

   Youth 
 
 

9 
 

10 

Mike and Barbara 
Dixon 

11 
 

12 
 

11:00 AM DiscipleTown  
          Children’s Church 

 

 

4:45 PM Choir Rehearsal 
 
5:00 PM Discipleship        
               Training 

 

6:00 PM SOS 

13 
 

14 
6:30 PM 
Visitation 
 
 

15 
6:45 PM AWANA 

 

7:00 PM Quarterly      
              Business Meeting 
              Bible Study  
              & Prayer Meeting 
 

              Youth 
 

16 
 

17 

Ralph and Brenda 
McDaniel 
 

18 
 

19 
11:00 AM DiscipleTown  
         Children’s Church 

 
 

4:45 PM Choir Rehearsal 
 
5:00 PM Discipleship        
               Training 

 

6:00 PM SOS 

20 21 
 
6:30 PM 
Visitation 

22 
Newsletter Articles Due 
6:45 PM AWANA 

 

7:00 PM Bible Study  
              & Prayer Meeting 
 

              Youth 
 

 

23 
 

24 

Emory Deel and 
Gerald Fields 

25 
 

26 
11:00 AM DiscipleTown  
          Children’s Church 

 

 

4:45 PM Choir Rehearsal 
 
5:00 PM Discipleship        
               Training 
               Deacons’ Meeting 

 

6:00 PM SOS 

27 
 

28 
6:30 PM 
Visitation 

29 
6:45 PM AWANA 

 

7:00 PM Bible Study  
              & Prayer Meeting 
 

              Youth 
 

30 
 

31 

Rodney Hale 
Vergil Stout 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Oak Grove Baptist Church    
396 Oak Grove Road 
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Return services requested 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


