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SCRIPTURE OF THE MONTH 

 
 

Be strong and of a good courage, 
fear not, nor be afraid of them: for 
the LORD thy god, he it is that doth 
go with thee; he will not fail thee, 
nor forsake thee. 

  

                   ~Deuteronomy 31:6 
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MESSAGE FROM PASTOR SHERREL   

 
 

Dear Oak Grove Family, 
 

 

I greet you all in the Name of Jesus our Savior and hope this letter finds 
you well and healthy. The spring season is upon us and the month of 
May has arrived. These past few weeks have been very different for all of 
us and I’m sure, like me, you are growing weary of our current situation. 
I miss our church fellowship so much and I hope and pray that we can 
be back together soon. I want to thank everyone for your prayers and 
financial support. It has been such a blessing to the staff and myself. The 
ministry of the word has continued to go out and we are reaching people. 
We are meeting needs and helping people as much as we can. So again, 
I just want to say thank you!  

The deacon body and I met via the Zoom platform on Friday April 24 
to discuss a plan and timeframe for resuming our onsite services. The 
consensus was that we need to exercise caution and patience for the next 
few weeks. We decided to continue worshiping online, utilizing our 
Facebook Live option throughout the month of May. This may be 
disappointing to some and please know that I understand. We all want to 
be back together, but it is imperative that we continue to prioritize the 
health and welfare of our entire congregation. The plan is to come 
together on Sunday morning June 7th at 11 am. We will begin with the 
morning worship hour only and gradually phase back in our Sunday 
school and other small group ministries as well as Sunday night and 
Wednesday night services over the course of the summer. We will keep 
you informed as the schedule evolves. This is a challenging time, and we 
must all work together and support each other. As I said earlier your 
faithful financial support has been tremendous and this unique situation 
will require a continued commitment on your part. Please give what you 
can, and I know that God will bless you for it. I know that God is still in 
control and He will lead us though. So, let’s continue to be faithful and 
PRAISE HIS NAME! 

I want to close by wishing all our mothers a VERY HAPPY MOTHER’S 
DAY! We may not be together that day, but I want all our mothers to 
know that we love you and honor you! Joshua and I love you all very 
much and I’ll see you in church (hopefully soon)!! 

In Christ’s Service, 
 

Pastor Sherrel 
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  2 Hannah Thompson 
  6 Jacob Elkins 
  6 Vanessa Wotring 
10 Charles Sanders 
11 Paul White 
16 Ellen Hamilton 
16 Jesse Tucker 
16 Dalton Hicks 
17 Dan Chase 
17 Maxine Morelock 
20 David Bradley 
21 Velma Mathes 
22 Joe Baker 
22 Joy Casteel 
25 Boots Yarber 
29 Patsy Harlan 

 

 

 
 

 1 Doug and Tonya Coleman 
14 James and Lynn Mayes 
14 Jeff and Betty Pierce 
22 Emory and Gay Deel 
26 Greg and Donna Rose 
28 Robert and Pam Harris 
31 David and Vanessa Wotring 

 
 

 

All on-campus services have been 

canceled for May. However, Meals on 

Wheels will continue to operate. That 

schedule is listed below. 
 

 1  Benny and Linda Gardner   

15 Mike and Barbara Dixon 

22 Ralph and Brenda McDaniel 

29 Emory Deel and Gerald Fields  

 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

10 – Mother’s Day 

16 – Armed Forces Day 

20 – Newsletter Articles Due 

25 – Memorial Day 

 

Having made the decision to continue online services only throughout May, 
Oak Grove Baptist is starting adult “Sunday” School classes on Facebook 
Live. The first class will be Saturday, May 2 at 11:00 AM, and classes will 
continue every Saturday till we resume on-campus Sunday School. We will 
be using the current Lifeway Bible Studies for Life curriculum, and on May 
2 we will study the April 26 and May 3 combined lesson, “Dealing with 
Messy Relationships” Session 1, Love and Session 2, Encourage.  
 

On May 9, 16, 23, and 30, we will study “Dealing with Messy Relationships” 
Sessions 3-6 (Forgive, Serve, Yield, and Accept). These classes are for all 
adult Sunday School classes, and teachers will rotate weekly.  
 

Joe Baker will conduct Zoom “Sunday” School for the youth at a time 
separate from the adult class. Lori Casteel will pre-record first through sixth 
grade lessons, and they will be posted on our Facebook page and YouTube 
channel. Angie White and Linda Land will continue mailing out lessons to 
the preschoolers. 
 

Join us for “Sunday” School on Saturdays at 11:00 AM. Like and share the 
Oak Grove Facebook page with friends and family. The mission of the 
church is to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and God has provided us with 
a way to do that through our online services. Spread the word! 

 

 
 

GREETER PROCEDURE CHANGES 
 

Whether in May or in June, whether temporary or permanent, changes in 
our greeting procedure will be implemented when the Coronavirus 
quarantine is lifted. 
 

Our greeters have been surveyed and their responses are in alignment with 
their peers, with church leadership websites and with the COVID 
regulations/guidelines. 
 

Greeters will continue to be at the door to offer greetings and to welcome 
members and guests AND to lend an eye toward safety. There will be NO 
contact ~ no handshakes ~ no hugs ~ no fist bumps. There will be social 
distancing. There will be no distribution of bulletins. Bulletins will be 
available for pickup. 
 
Robert Harris 
Greeting / Safety 



 
 

 
 

 

Ladies, below is a note from 
Harmony Baptist's Ladies Fellowship 
group leader. You will notice that an 
announcement will be made for when 
their fellowships will resume.  Patricia 
will keep our church family posted. 

Dear Ladies, 
 

I am missing each of you and our 

time we spend together. Hopefully, 

it won’t be long that we can gather 

again. I look forward to seeing each 

of you, and maybe some new faces 

this coming year. Keep watch for 

announcements for when our 

Ladies Fellowship will resume.  
 

Heb 10:24-25  “And let us consider 

one another in order to stir up love 

and good works, not forsaking the 

assembling of ourselves together, 

as is the manner of some, but 

exhorting one another, and so much 

the more as you see the Day 

approaching.” NKJV 

 

I pray that each of you stay safe, 

healthy and strong in Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Love you all, 

Regina Verran 

 
 
 

May 16, 2020 is a day to honor all the brave men and women who 
have served and are serving their country with bravery, dedication, 
and self-sacrifice. Thank a soldier or a veteran today! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As we leave this Easter season of remembering Christ's crucifixion, burial, 
and resurrection, may we always be mindful of his great love and his 
continued caring for us and meeting our needs. Certainly, in a time such as 
this, let's remain faithful to our individual calling as God leads us going 
forward. Even with this time of the Covid-19 pandemic and all the social 
distancing, safety measures taken, thousands unemployed, and never before 
decisions being made to open up our country again, we must call on God 
to help all of us to make these decisions through much prayer and revelation 
from God. As scientists, researchers and doctors are seeking a vaccine and 
cure to heal those affected by this disease, we must acknowledge that the 
CURE for ALL situations including most of all our SIN problem is a 
repentant heart asking God for forgiveness and salvation. This only comes 
because of the shed blood of Christ on calvary and our belief in him. He 
always keeps his promise, but we must believe as Romans 10:9-10, John 
3:16 and many other verses that speak of our faith declaration.  
 

I hope all Sunday School members are reading their lessons on a consistent 
basis. Just as we listen to Facebook Live and worship from home, I encourage 
everyone to be faithful to SS at home and stay in touch with class members 
as much as possible. Starting May 2, be sure to watch our Facebook Live 
“Sunday” School on Saturdays at 11:00 AM. 
 

I have always enjoyed reading acrostics such as this one: Jesus – Others – 

You. I also enjoy making some of my own such as: Christ – Always – 

Lives – Victorious – Among – Righteous – You 
  
Remember YOU are only made righteous because of Calvary!!!  
                                                                                           
For the cause of CHRIST,  
Jesse 
 

PS. Remember - Test positive for faith, distance yourself from doubt, and 
isolate fear. One other quote: Spread the word and not the virus. 

 
Brenda McDaniel and 
daughter Paula Campbell 
produced 199 protective 
masks for anyone who 
needed them. Please call 
the church office if you 
need masks, and we’ll put 
you in touch with Paula. 
Thank you, Brenda and 
Paula, for serving in this 
way! 



 
 

Thank you to everyone who has been 
watching our services online during 
this time of quarantine due to the 
COVID-19 virus situation.  The staff 
at Oak Grove Baptist continue to be 
dedicated to providing meaningful 
services for our church congregation, 
and we all sincerely appreciate the 
continued prayers, text messages and 
phone calls of support, and your 
continued financial support of God’s 
ministries we have been blessed to be 
a part of here at Oak Grove Baptist.  I 
have established a YouTube channel 
for those who may not have 
Facebook so you can still view the 
Sunday morning services online.  You 
can go to www.oakgrovebc.org and 
go to the bottom of the home screen 
and find a link to view our services on 
our YouTube channel.  If you 
subscribe to our YouTube channel, 
once we reach 100 subscribers, we will 
be able to get a custom YouTube 
address to make our channel easier to 
find online.  We need YOUR help 
with reaching 100 subscribers to make 
that happen.  If you need help with 
subscribing, please reach out to the 
church office and we will help you 
through the process.  Thank you 
again for all of your continued 
support, and if you need anything at 
all, please let one of the staff 
members, or your deacon know and 
we will be more than happy to help 
in any way that we can.  God bless!   

~Jon Casteel  
 

 
 

Your church family is here to help! 
Please call (423) 477-3141 Tuesday - 
Friday from 9AM to 2PM if you have 
a need. We have volunteers ready to 
offer assistance.  Please call if you 
need us! 

 
 

 
 
Hello church family and Awana family! As I’m sitting here in front of my 
computer, I have so many thoughts running through my mind.  What can I 
say? What do I need to say? All of us are troubled by the circumstances 
around us and the uncertainty. And one uncertainty raises the question, 
When will Awana resume?  The truthful answer is unknown. There are so 
many things to take into consideration.  Of course, until the “stay at home” 
order is lifted, we cannot meet. Even then…can we? The schools are 
remaining closed for the rest of this academic year.  Should Awana dismiss? 
I know for a fact that some clubbers are working hard on their books and 
memorizing God’s Word.  But what happens when church resumes regular 
schedules. Will parents be comfortable sending their children? Will leaders 
be comfortable teaching the children? What about social distancing?  Can 
we do it?  Answers to all these questions again is unknown. 
 

Now, do you see why I was having so much trouble writing this article. Until 
everything gets back to some kind of normalcy, I don’t have the answers. 
However, there is one thing I do know and that is once regular services 
resume, I will need to meet with everyone involved with Awana. 
 

For now, we must face these days of fear and uncertainty and remember as 
Christians we are a people of hope. Our hope is not in vain, because it is 
invested in the creator God of the universe, who has extended Himself 
lavishly on behalf of His children. He is worthy of our trust, and He can aid 
in conquering our fears. “Be of good cheer,” our Lord said, just before his 
own horrific death on our behalf, “I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33) 
 

As I close this article, please know that everyone is in my thoughts and 
prayers and I look forward to the time we can meet again. 
 

Patricia 

 

 
How blessed I am to be a part of Oak Grove Baptist Church! I'd like to 
share a few of the blessing I've received during the Coronavirus quarantine. 
Sherri Green and Shirley Greene are Sunday School teachers of the Willing 
Workers class.  Each Sunday morning the whole class receives an uplifting 
text on our lesson for that day. This group text also keeps us informed with 
prayer requests and praises. On Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings 
it’s such a blessing to receive God's message Pastor Sherrell brings along with 
Jonathan's music, the Oak Grove Boys and Lori. If I close my eyes, I'm 
sitting in my pew with my OGBC family worshiping Jesus! Many phone 
calls, Pastor Sherrell, Pastor Rodney, Boots, Brother Carol Murphy, many of 
my sisters in Christ. Sue Johnson called and sang "What a day that will be!" 
because the Lord told her too! Mary Ann has written a beautiful letter to 
Lakin every week. Judy Parton has dropped off cacti for Lakin, who is crazy 
over them, because she was thinking of her. Judy also helped me with VBS 
information, I'd been looking for. And I received anonymously four different 
beautiful Pioneer Woman baking dishes! I'd love to know who did that so I 
can thank you personally. Thank you, my church family, for being faithful 
prayer warriors, for your love and kindness and giving hearts. How grateful 
I am to be a part of this family! You’re in my prayers every day. I also what 
to thank Pam and Bryan for their assistance in helping to bring us God's 
message. I miss and love you all. 

Sharon 

http://www.oakgrovebc.org/
https://robertbsloan.com/biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+16%3A33&version=NASB


 

 

 


